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Ministry Team

Rector/Vicar Vacancy

Associate Priest

The Rev’d. Paul Hygate
38 Oaklands Avenue,

Littleover,

Derby. DE23 2QH
07956 700744 Email: frpaulhygate@gmail.com
For Weddings and Baptisms in any of our churches Please contact Rev’d. Paul Hygate

Licensed Readers

Mr. Bruce Ward
01283 702854
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Prayer Diary

For your prayers in January

Aston The residents of Chellaston Lane, Holden Avenue and Compton Avenue. Also the Aston
Community Choir.

Barrow The residents of Beaumont Close and Chapel Lane.

Elvaston The residents of Yew Tree Close, Thulston.

Shardlow The residents of London Road, Netherfields Lane and Cheal Close.
Swarkestone The residents of Church Lane.

Twyford The residents of Twyford.

Weston The residents of Main Street and Weston Court.

The Community The mentally disabled.

The Diocese The Bishops of Derby and Repton.

The Worldwide Church The Provinces of New Zealand, Polynesia, Australia and Bangladesh.
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Vacancy Update

It is 4 months now since Tony retired and parishioners throughout the benefice may well be
wondering what is going on the enable the appointment of a new rector.

First off, the benefice has to produce a ‘profile’. This is a document that describes what the
church in each parish is like, what activities related to the church take place plus a general
description of the village where the church is and local facilities etc. to give a potential
incumbent sufficient information for them to decide whether or not they might be interested.

From this document, the diocese produces an advertisement that is placed in the Church
Times and also on line. Thereafter we are dependent on the interest that the advert
generates and, bearing in mind that there are more vacancies than priests to fill them, the
more attractive a post appears the greater the likelihood of attracting a new incumbent.

All 7 parishes completed their part of the process by the end of October and the information
was duly sent off. There has been no advert as yet and no progress has been made by the
diocese towards that as we found out recently when an enquiry was made. It seems that the
information we sent was not as they wanted it but no need was seen to communicate that
to us until we enquired! At least 8 wasted weeks! The way forward is for us to modify our
submission to suit their requirements as clearly nothing is going to happen until we do. We
shall do this very early in the new year. Regrettably we should all be prepared for a lengthy
vacancy.

The rectory is currently empty though some effort has been made to brighten up the
interior with a partial redecoration and new floor coverings . The diocese’s intention is to let
it and there are signs that someone is about to move in.



Benecfice News

If you would like to receive a copy of the magazine by email rather than in a hard copy please contact me
on the email address below and | will send you one. (There is no charge for this, but a donation to your
local church would be appreciated)

Please inform me of any detail changes for contacts that are listed on pages 16 and 17
All material for the February 2025 edition of the magazine to be sent to Joe Nutman at
jnutman@btinternet.com by January 20 please.

200 Club
The winning numbers for the December draw of the 200 club were:

1% .13, 2™.1, 39-14

All from Aston this time.

Some pictures don’t fit on the allotted page so
here are some of the ‘extras’. Can you spot
which church they are from? More on page 12
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Roundup of Christmas activities.
We started with a carol concert given by the Derwent Singers in church. A

good audience turned out to be treated to a wide variety of carols, some well

known, others less so, sung with great expertise and enthusiasm. An interval with a glass of wine and
mince pie encouraged the concert to a vibrant second half. Our thanks to the Derwent Singers for an
excellent evening’s entertainment.

This was followed by Carols round the Christmas Tree a few days before
Christmas with the Newhall Band, who had been at Richmond Village.

A surprisingly large number of folks turned out on a cold evening.
Starting off dry, the evening had to be curtailed very quickly when the
heavens opened (again). Thanks to the Newhall Band for braving the
cold and wet, and we
hope to see them again
next year.

Next up was the Crib
service on Christmas Eve.
Thanks must go to Louise Robertson and team for once again
putting on a show that everyone enjoyed hugely.

Finally, again on Christmas Eve, the Carols by Candlelight
service delighted a full church. Many thanks to Kathy Razzell

for all her work on the music and thanks to the choir
which sounded superb! Thanks to Paul too for leading the
service.

The Wednesday Morning Hub in January will be as follows:

1st January - New Year’s Day

A Happy, Healthy and
8th January from 10.00am: Open Cafe — Social
Peaceful New year from all at

All Saints’

15th January from 10.30 am: Open Book - Bible Exploration
22nd January from 10.00am: Open Cafe — Social

29th January from 10.00am: Open Cafe — Social
Aston Community Choir meets on Monday evenings at 7.00 pm in the Heritage Centre.
The Bellringers meet on Monday evenings at 8.00 pm.

FRICASSEE OF TURKEY

Just in case you still have some turkey uneaten from Christmas or Precooked leftover turkey.
another occasion, here’s an idea to use it up. 1loz. Butter

loz. Plain flour
Melt the butter and add the flour and stir over a Yolk of one egg
gentle heat until smooth. 1 dessert spoon of lemon juice
Gradually add the chicken stock and stir until it has boiled for five 2tbs. Single cream
minutes. % pint Chicken stock

Beat the yolk of the egg and stir in the lemon juice and cream, then
add these to the sauce which you have made.

Pour over the chicken —can be put into the oven at any time to heat up.
Serve onto cooked rice, or with mashed potato
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Aston on Trent Women’s Institute

Happy New Year!! We had fun and games at our final meeting of 2024, with a music quiz and the
feely bag game which kept us amused after all the food and drink.

We did really well fundraising for our charity in 2024, thank you to everyone that has supported the
events over the year, we will be making the presentation of the cheque at either the January or Feb-
ruary meeting.

We start fundraising for a new charity in 2025, with our first Coffee and Chat event on Tuesday 21°*
January. The new charity will be voted for by our members very soon.

We have a few members that regularly support our committee at various events throughout the
year, we really appreciate their help. We would like to expand this support by inviting members to
become “Committee Buddies” to be called upon to help out at events. If anyone would like to be-
come a buddy, please let us know.

Dates for your diary: -

Tuesday 21* January 10:30-12:00: Coffee & Chat in The Heritage Centre.

Saturday 1°* March: Soup and Pud Lunch fundraiser.

September 2025: WI Holiday TBC
October 2025: Riverdance
We meet at the Memorial Hall on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM. New members and
guests are always welcome and it’s free for your first 3 meetings. Our members Craft and Dabble
meetings are the 2" and 4™ Thursdays in the month in the Heritage Centre.

2%% St Wilfrid’s Church, Barrow upon Trent

Email: stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com

Some scenes of Christmas in
St Wilfrid’s church

¥

[ A very Happy, Peaceful and Healthy New Year from all in Barrow on Trent ]

7


mailto:stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com

oflvabton.

Prayers
We remember all who are sick or troubled at this time, especially we pray for
Terry Marshall.

Services

There will be no services at St Bartholomew’s during January and February.

Carol Service

We were pleased to see a full church for our Carol service again this year. A highlight was the children’s
beautiful singing of Away in a Manger. Once again we were joined by the Safeguarding choir who gave a
lovely rendition of Joy to the World, and then after the main service led us all in a Let it Snow singalong.
Thanks to all who attended and participated in our service.

PCC meeting

The next PCC meeting will be held on 30th January at 7pm.

{ A Happy New year from all at St Bartholomew’s ]

Christmas Tree Festival

Last year it snowed, this year Storm Darragh did its best to disrupt our festival! However it
did not deter the many brave visitors who ignored the dire forecasts and high winds and
came to see the beautiful trees that lit up our church again this year. Thanks to all those
who submitted trees, your imagination knows no bounds!
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Shardlow

PRAYERS

Please remember in your prayers, Molly Keogh, Mavis Foster, Sarah Simpson,
Christine and John Wharton and Julia Gillard.

SERVICES

Sunday 19" January 10-30am

PCC

There will be a meeting of Shardlow PCC on Friday 10" January at 10-30am in The Hayward Room.

COFFEE MORNING

The Christmas Coffee Morning at the end of November was a very happy and successful occa-
sion and we managed to find seats for everyone. Many thanks to all who supported us. It was
lovely to have so many people join us and
lots of children too. We also

had an unexpected visitor ! Santa arrived
carrying a large sack of goodies, everyone
young and old cheered him, | had a lovely
moment of nostalgia.

Our church is very festive looking, and the
centrepiece is baby Jesus in his manger in
the foyer, see the photo, well done to Evad-
ne she really is a genius and worked so hard
with the decorations

It was a truly wonderful start to the Festive

Season and many thanks to all who helped in any way beforehand and on the day.
The next Coffee Morning will be on Saturday January

25™ from 10-00am to 11-30am and all are welcome.

A
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CAROL SERVICE

At the Carol Service on December 8" we were joined by The Draycott Sounds Choir. As well as singing
before the Service they sang six items as part of the Service. It was a very special afternoon and we thank
them so much for their beautiful singing. Thanks to Paul for leading the Service and to Evadne for playing
the organ and to the readers, Evadne, Margaret, Sarah, Rosemary and Paul.

Refreshments were served after the Service.

SHARDLOW SCHOOL

Thank you to the children who made the lovely stars to help decorate the church for Christmas. The school
held their Carol Service for children and parents in church on the last day of term.

Many thanks to all who work so hard at St. James' in so many ways, at Services, social events, and inside
and outside the church.

WE WISH EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY AND
PEACEFUL NEW YEAR.

Barrow on Trent

Wedding 7th December Thomas Jaques and Sophie Batten

Weston on Trent

Funeral 9th December at Trent Valley Crematorium Val Flude 79 yrs

Elvaston

13th December Interment of ashes Iris Campbell




Swarkestone

Next service — Baptism of Christ, January 12th — 10.30 am
Minister:- Paul

Readers:- Dominic Clarke & Susan Smith

Church Cleaning:- Pauline Sims & Pat Taylor
Welcomers/Sidespersons:- Emma & Dominic Clarke

Please remember in your prayers — Barbara Foster, Jill Malpass, June Thompson, the Warnock family &
Ann Morton. Also the family of Peter Green who passed away shortly before Christmas.

Christmas at St James’

As always the Swarkestone Carol Service started off the Benefice Christmas season with gusto!
Melbourne Town Band were on fine form, the church was packed with an enthusiastic congregation
and the roof was certainly raised! The mulled wine and mincepies were very well deserved afterwards.
Thank you to the band, all who took part in the service and to everyone who decorated and prepared
the church ready for Christmas. If you attended any of our December services we hope you enjoyed the
festive atmosphere.

We were very lucky to welcome Bishop’s Chaplain Revd Adele Barker to lead our Christmas Day service.
We warned her that the congregation might be small, but the news must have spread and we were
delighted when around 20 people came to celebrate Christmas together. Adele was lovely and her
calm, friendly approach was much appreciated. Anyone who can meaningfully weave the Muppet
Christmas Carol film into a sermon will always be welcome at St James’!

11



Swarkestone PCC

Reminder - The first PCC meeting of 2025 is on 22™ January and we will be talking about how we move
forward during this time without a permanent Rector/Vicar in the Benefice. If anyone not on the PCC

wishes to attend the meeting they will be made most welcome.

We still have a vacancy for a permanent PCC Secretary. We usually only meet four times per year and
this volunteer position includes attending meetings, taking minutes, handling correspondence and work-
ing with other PCC members to ensure the smooth running of the parish. Please speak to any member of

the PCC for more information.

On Stream 2025

Payment for On Stream for 2025 is now due and we are pleased to say there is no price increase this
year, unlike so many things. Please forward cash or cheque for £13.20 (payable to Swarkestone St
James’ PCC) to Mike or Denise Crocker as soon as possible. Alternatively, if you wish to pay via BACS

transfer, please speak to us to request bank details.

If you know anyone who would like to receive a printed copy of On Stream every month, please let us
know so it can be arranged for them. If you would prefer a digital version by email, please let us know.

A Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year from St James’

If you want to keep up with our news more regularly, please look for and like our Facebook page — you'll
find photos and snippets about happenings at St James’ and Swarkestone are added most weeks. https://

www.facebook.com/StlamesChurchSwarkestone

More pictures of Christmas scenes
from around the benefice.

12
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Flowers: MrsJ Jackson and Mr P Woodward

The Carol Service was held on 15™
December at 3.00pm. The service
was led by our licensed reader,
Bruce Ward. The Newmount
Brass Band had kindly agreed to
accompany our carols and play
various pieces of Christmas music.
The Church was full and the music

amazing. Singing carols in the fad-
ing light to such wonderful music
was quite atmospheric. A glass of
mulled wine and a mince pie
finished the afternoon off with a
flourish and so a lovely beginning for Christmas
celebrations 2024 was enjoyed by all. Many thanks
to the Newmount Brass Band for giving us such a
special and memorable Carol Service.

May we wish everyone a happy and peaceful
New Year.

(s ]




St Mary the Virgin.

Weston on Trent

e L e 1]

DID YOU KNOW THAT up to late mediaeval times the walls inside church would have been plastered
and painted white, with pictures of stories from the Bible painted on them? Of course church ser-
vices would have been in Latin and most people could not read or write English, never mind Latin. In
fact the first English Bible was not available until 1538 so the only understanding of the Bible that
people had would be what the Vicar explained to them and the illustrations on the walls.

| do not know what pictures were painted on the walls but | imagine it looked beautiful. Although |
believe that some churches had scary hell and damnation type pictures on the walls, to keep the
members of the congregation in order!

Why the plaster was chipped off to reveal the original sandstone | don't know. It maybe because it
was a big job and very expensive to repaint it every few years to keep it in good condition?

Of course our church still looks lovely in its natural stone state and we now have the Bible stories
illustrated on the beautiful stained glass windows.

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE.

/ WESTON ON TRENT WI LATEST NEWS. \
WI Christmas Party

The WI Christmas Party was a lovely evening of festive crafts and friendship. Attendees had the chance
to make a Christmas table decoration, try their hand at sugar craft, or create charming Christmas orna-
ments. The crafting was accompanied by a selection of seasonal treats, including mulled wine, wine,

mince pies, and stollen, which added to the cosy and cheerful atmosphere. It was a wonderful evening
of creativity, laughter, and festive spirit, with everyone leaving with a sense of achievement and some-

\thing beautiful to take home. /

/ We are saddened to hear of the death of our friend Margaret Boyce.
Her funeral is at St Mary’s, Weston on Thursday January 16th at 11am.

Margaret and her late husband Ken were strong supporters of the church and dedicated many years
of service to St Mary’s.

We will be regularly reminded of their support for the church when we view the annual snowdrop display
which was started by them both.

- J
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School’s Christingle Service

The School’s Christingle Service was a lovely oc-
casion. St Mary’s was filled to capacity, with eve-
ry pew occupied by children, parents, and ex-
tended family members. Bruce led the service,
which included readings from the schoolchildren,
who captivated everyone with their storytelling.
The Christingles were lit and the church glowed
with candlelight. A big thank you to the school,
the children, and all who contributed to making
this service such a memorable event.

Christmas Carol Service

The Christmas Carol Service was a highlight of the
festive calendar, led by Paul and featuring the
Aston Church Choir. The choir’s harmonies filled
St Mary’s with the sounds of traditional and mod-
ern carols, and the congregation enthusiastically
joined in, creating an atmosphere of warmth and
celebration. After the service, mulled wine and

mince pies were served, providing an opportunity
to enjoy each other’s company.

A Thank You to All at St Mary’s

As we look back on this year, we extend our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who has contributed to the life of St
Mary’s Church. Whether you’ve been part of helping to
clean, maintaining the church and it’s grounds, supporting
fundraising efforts, bell-ringing or volunteering in any
capacity, your efforts have been invaluable.

To All Advertisers.

If you are reading this, perhaps you might recall receiving an
invoice for your 2025 adverts? Did you pay it? Adverts not
paid for will regrettably be removed from the February
edition. Thanks

15
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BRINGING STYLE TO YOUR DOORSTEP
sue@hairformatureladies.co.uk

07736 948128



y name is Victoria Rodgers, though most people call me Vicky. I grew up as
an only child, which fostered a close bond with my parents and encouraged
me to develop strong friendships.

[ attended Leavington College for Girls, which set the stage for my future. After
university, | became a teacher, spending many years at St. Joseph's Convent, where
my daughter also studied. My childhood included special moments like trips to
Paris with my father and memorable school plays such as A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. I found joy in St John Ambulance Cadets, and later, my teaching career
focused on science, with a bit of English due to my love for drama.

I married Roger, and we had two wonderful children. After his passing from
Leukaemia, I found a second chance of happiness with Stan, who I met through
lawn bowls. We enjoyed 15 happy years together before he passed. After some
health challenges, I moved to Richmond Villages, where the care and community
has been a great comfort. My family is my greatest pride, especially moments like
my granddaughter Darcy’s flute performance here at the village.

At 80, I believe in looking forward and embracing lifes changes. Richmond
Villages has given me a reason to keep going, with its welcoming environment and
caring staff. My advice to others is to find joy in every moment and never give up
on life’s opportunities.

Every resident has a story, this is Vicky’s. Move to
Richmond Villages Aston-on-Trent and celebrate yours.

Try the lifestyle out for size and enjoy 2 nights FREE*
Call 01332 794300 or visit richmond-villages.com/special-offers

The TEACKER D
The RESILIEN'T SPIRI'T VILLAGES

Part of Bupa

; = A/ g
T/ e PROU D (JRANDI\ 1() TH ER *Terms and conditions apply, visit richmond-villages.com/special-offers for more information.

BUSINESS OWNER
Alexander & Co REECE WINTER

SOLICITORS LLP

A —
w e 07749345140
STRAIGHTFORWARD, N

RW.JOINERY@YAHOO.COM
PRACTICAL LEGAL ADVICE (=

T 8 FACEBOOK: RW JOINERY
Our specialist team are m? to assist and Wardrobes, cupboards, @ "

offer a fast, friendly and efficient service. kitchen units, doors and 0 EAST MIDLANDS
much more!

> Residential & > Personal Injury
Commercial Property > Wills & Probate Huw Campbell

Plumbing & Heating

> Divorce & Matrimonial > Litigation & Disputes

All aspects of plumbing work
undertaken — leaking taps to full
kitchen and bathroom fits.
No job too small.

Local Law /ir Life Tel: 07834 169576

Alexander & Co Saolicitors LLP

56 Friar Gate Derbw DEL IDF

i sway Alvaston Derbwy DE24 0DW i Broa.d.l)ents
) Chay . by DE21 7]P Solicitors

I'he Gate House st Floor Gate Loughborough 25 |r'0n Gate
Derby

16 Bridgford Road West Bridgford Nottingham NG2 GAP
Tel:01332 369090

7 Church Sueet Eastwood Notingham

©: 01332 600005 w: AandCo.couk e enquirics@AandCo.co.uk
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A.M.H DECORATING

Interior & Exterior. Insured & Qualified
CS Free Estimates
(é Q/E 0\9 %)

Adam Henshall
Tel: 01332 669822 Mob: 07436814786

GEORGE SIMNETT | A.M.H_DECORATING@MAIL.COM
FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS www.facebook.com/amhdecor
HONOURING A LIFETIME®

At George Simnett Family Funeral Directors our aim is to ‘Honour a Lifetime’.

My experienced staffand | hope to ensure that all personal requirements, whatever they Still space for your ad here!
may be, are carried out in a caring, professional manner, with the utmost high standard of

service and respect. £15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email
Ourindependentfuneralcarecombinestraditionalvaluesandbeliefs, responsive to the

needs of all cultures, with a modern approach to making the funeral service an honorary inl“man@mmmrne[.com

celebration of a loved one’slife.

George Simnett
George E Simnett

Managing Director

Funeralsdirected underthe personal supervision of
George Simnett and Ruth Bartlett.
2&hour personaland professional service

'}‘. Monal ];, \]'u.

Home Help And, Cleaning

Cuhviceh

Specialising in- Helping with every day
activities, Personal care needs, Shopping,
Cleaning and any cooking

Rgivate Chapels of Rest

Grey Mercedes ceremonial vehicles

Black Jaguar ceremonial vehicles
Proudownersofthe Land Rover Defender 130 hearse
Horse-drawn carriages and alternatives available
li"house floristry service

NMenthly payment option available

Offering pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral plans from the UK’s largest 01332690211
independent planning provider www.georgesimnett.co.uk
Allestree Branch ~ Chaddesden Branch  Chellaston Branch Spondon Branch o CO mOCi
Dalley House John Simnett House Walker House Williams House e 2o, "f"‘" J 07398964 ,I 7 ]
4 Blenheim Parade 96c Wood Road 65 High Street 77 Sitwell Street /4 m’v, ; eanna:
H 0 .
Allestree Chaddesden Chellaston Spondon 53 #@%Om
Derby Derby Derby Derby : t-y'; o
DE22 2GP DE214LZ DE736TB DE217FH ’ »
01332 985150 (Opening soon) 01332 690211 01332 661195 i

https://thepurpleboat.co.uk/ i KipMcGrath Education Centres Derby South

™ For more information or to book a FREE
MCG rath educational assessment please call Sue
RN

EDUCATIONCENTRES on 01332 381127.

https://www.narrowboatcanalholidayhire.com/

1he Pm}é Bogy

Narrowboat Holiday Hire

@ In Centre 2 Online www.kipmecgrath.co.uk/derby-south

i [ ]
Perfect for 2 and can accommodate 4, try a fun m

family, or cosy couples holiday on the British | Here at Kip McGrath Derby South we provide individual small group tuition in

canals starting from the historic inland water- | - English and Maths for children of all abilities aged 5 to 16 using only qualified and
ways port of Shardlow. Boat handling tuition DBS checked teachers. Our Education Centre is based in Allenton and we currently
and fuel included. Equipped with microwave, | offer both In Centre and Online tuition using bespoke Kip McGrath platforms.
oven, grill, fridge, TV/ DVD, freshly laundered | We're Ofsted registered and can accept working tax credits, universal credit,
bedding, towels, loo rolls, pots, pans, crockery | childcare vouchers and tax free childcare as payment.

and cutlery. Watch your child’s learning and confidence grow with their own individual programme.

Email: thepurpleboat@outlook.com L IS
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