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With the ongoing shortage of priests, it was encouraging 

to see this gentleman at Weston for the weekend of their 

Scarecrow Trail! ‘Our vicar for the weekend’ was  made by 

Teresa from the friends of St Mary’s group. 



Ministry Team 

Rector/Vicar  Vacancy 
 

 

For Weddings and Baptisms in any of our churches Please contact   Mrs Mary Baker  (Church warden) on 

maryb.allsaints@gmail.com  and 01332 602483 who will assist you and further your enquiries. 
          

                                                 Licensed Readers                       

Mr. Bruce Ward    01283 702854   

                  

      

Prayer Diary 

For your prayers in November 

Aston The residents of Shardlow Road, Shirley Park and Aston Hall Drive. The pupils, staff and 

governors of Aston on Trent Primary School. The work of the Royal British Legion (Aston & 

Weston Branch). 

Barrow All who use and manage the Brookfield Club. 

Elvaston  All who use, manage and work at Elvaston Castle Country Park.  The Elvaston Crick-

et Club. 

Shardlow The residents and staff of Shardlow Manor Residential Home. 

Swarkestone  The  residents of Derby Road. 

Twyford The residents of Arleston.  

Weston All who use and manage Weston Village Hall.  

The Community Our local Police and Emergency Services. 

The Diocese The ministry of Derby Cathedral. The Dean of Derby 

World Church  The Provinces of Portugal, Spain and the Falkland Islands. 
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VACANCY 

Finally…….. 

The Bishop of Derby is delighted to announce that the Revd Matthew (Matt) Green,  

Curate of Emmanuel Loughborough, Diocese of Leicester, has been appointed  

Rector of the Benefice of Aston-on-Trent, Elvaston, Weston-on-Trent and Shardlow,  

Barrow-upon-Trent with Twyford and Swarkestone, Diocese of Derby, subject to all legal 

and safeguarding requirements being fulfilled.  
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200 Club Lottery 

  The winning numbers for October in the draw at Cameo were: 

  

                 1st – 175 (Aston),  2nd-   169 (Weston),     3rd – 134 ( Aston). 

  

The next draw will be on Sunday 2nd November in church. 

Benefice News 

If you would like to receive a copy of the magazine by email  rather than in a hard copy please contact me 
on the email address below and I will send you one.   (There is no charge for this, but a donation to your 

local church would be appreciated)  
Please inform me of any detail changes for contacts that are listed on pages 16 and 17 

All material for the December 2025 edition of the magazine to be sent to Joe Nutman at  
jnutman@btinternet.com by  November 20 please.  

Here’s a recipe for those of you who have a lot of apples this year. Although it  

suggests raspberries other fruit would be equally palatable 

FRIARS PUDDING  with RASPBERRIES & APPLE 

75gms Butter 

4  Cooking Apples 

60mls Water 

100gms Raspberries 

50gms Sugar   

Zest of  1 Lemon 

  Nutmeg 

75gms Fresh Breadcrumbs 

  3                Egg Yolks 

 

 

Turn on oven to mark 5 
Butter the dish 
Cook apples with the water for 15 minutes 
Add raspberries 
Cream 50gms sugar with 50gms butter  then add 
the egg yolks and combine. 
Stir in the lemon zest and the apple, raspberries 
and nutmeg 
Sprinkle dish with a few breadcrumbs and dobs of 
butter 
Bake for 30 minutes until set and golden brown 
Serve with custard or cream 
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Steve writes 

As I’m sure I’ve reflected before, is it me or does the time go faster as we got older?! 

 

A real anchor for me and I hope and pray for you is the church liturgical year that often gives an anchor in 
the midst of the storm. It is a chance, every year, to journey with Jesus through birth, death, resurrection, 
ascension, Pentecost and then looking ahead to His return.  

November is a month rich with feasts and festivals – we will have begun with All Saints’ Day (happy pa-
tronal festival to all at Aston!) and All Souls’ Day where the emphasis is on the saints -living and departed- 
who have and continue to inspire us as beacons of God’s light. Another way of putting this is that we re-
member the ‘church temporal’ (the church on earth) and the ‘church eternal’ (the saints in eternal light). 
It is comforting to know that we are always surrounded by ‘a great cloud of witnesses’ who cheer us on 
our way. 

As much as we acknowledge the ‘church eternal’, All Souls’ also confronts us with our own mortality and 
the mortality of those we ‘love but see no longer.’ We remember shared grief but also knowing ‘the sure 
and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life.’ 

 

Also in November, we have the option of observing the ‘Kingdom Season’ for the Sundays up to and in-
cluding the wonderful festival (and relatively new) of Christ the King. Instead of sticking to the colour 
green, we have the option of red which we don’t often use Sunday by Sunday. The season is a wonderful 
segway to both the end of the church year but also looking forward with renewed hope throughout the 
season of Advent. 

 

Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde, the bishop of Washington who famously preached to Donald Trump, has 
recently described hope as a ‘discipline’. We acknowledge the challenge in her words and take comfort 
from them as we, too, look to the future and, God-willing, before not-too-long, welcome the new rector 
to the benefice. 

 

Every blessing, 

 

Steve 

 

Area Dean.  
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  PA G E  
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Aston on Trent Women’s Institute 

Aston on Trent Women’s Institute 
 

It’s been a fantastic year so far, filled with trips, celebrations, fundraising, and volunteering! 
In partnership with Richmond Villages, we raised over £540 for the Macmillan Coffee Morning. A 
huge thank you to everyone who contributed. We’ll be teaming up with them again on 7th Novem-
ber to serve tea, coffee, and plenty of cake at The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Picnic. 
Also in November, we’ll be presenting a cheque to Marie Curie (Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire), 
thanks to your generous support in helping us raise over £1,700 through various fundraising events. 
Thank you! 
We’re currently on the lookout for a new Tea Convenor—someone to help organise volunteers for 
tea duty using our rota. This role can be shared, so if you and a friend are interested, please ask a 
committee member for more details. 
Getting started on your Christmas shopping? Don’t forget to use our easyfundraising link! You can 
shop with all major retailers, and they’ll make a donation to us, at no extra cost to you. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/aston-on-trent/  
 
Dates for your diary: - 
Please note: The Book will not be passed around the tables. Instead, sign-up sheets will be available on the 
table at the back of the hall. See below for details of other upcoming events. 
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th
 December TBC: Christmas Stroll around Elvaston Castle. 

16
th

 December: Christmas table arrangement making at The Recreation Centre. 

January 2026 TBC: WI quiz/social evening. 

18
th

 March 2026 TBC: Fashon show. 

24
th

 March 2026: Midsomer Murders at Derby Theatre. 

23
rd

 November 2026: Thursford Christmas Spectacular. 

 
Our members Craft and Dabble meetings are the 2

nd
 and 4

Th
 Thursdays in the month in the Heritage Centre. 

Aston  www.astonontrentchurch.org 

 

The Wednesday Morning Hub in November will be as follows: 

5th November 9.30 Holy Communion and from 10.30 am:  Open Book  - Bible Exploration  

12th November from 10.00am:   Open Cafe — Social 

19 November 9.30 Holy Communion and from 10.30 am:  Open Book  - Bible Exploration  

26 November from 10.00am:   Open Cafe — Social 

Aston Community Choir meets on Monday evenings at 7.00 pm in the Heritage Centre. 

The Bellringers meet on Monday evenings at 8.00 pm. Novices from 7.30pm 

With the appointment of a new rector (see announcement on page 2) we are 

poised at the start of a new chapter in the life of the church here in Aston.   

As the church has been here for such a long time such a new beginning is but a  

minor blip in the centuries long tradition.  A big thing for us all though and we  

can be sure there will be some changes over time.  We give him and his family a big welcome and wish him 

well in his new challenge! 

http://www.astonontrentchurch.org
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 Aston and Weston Mothers’ Union 

 Travelling along Derby Road out of Aston at this time of the year and seeing the golden browns 
of the trees, we always remark that there is no need to visit New England to marvel at the beautiful 
trees. Its Harvest time and All Saints’ Church looked really handsome for its Harvest Festival. The ser-
vice was led by Rev. Adele Barker, the Bishop’s Chaplain, who lives in Winster. The arrangements and 
small pots of flowers and greenery filled by many different members of the congregation were so col-
ourful and varied, and the usual generous  collection of tinned food and toiletries was brought for the 
Padley Centre in Derby.  
 At the last meeting news was shared about those members not able to get to our meetings, and 
we think especially of Hazel at this time.   It’s a busy time for MU committee members at 
present because we need to send our annual charity donations shortly to those Mothers’ Union chari-
ties which we decide to support  and also now we are beginning to plan next years’ programme. We 
appreciate that Janet has offered to help and    serve on the committee. We are looking forward to 
the next meeting when Janet is going to show us a Christmas decoration and teach us how to make 
one for ourselves. The date is Thursday November 27th in the Heritage Centre at 2.30pm, so please 
come and if possible bring along some greenery and a few baubles for your own Christmas table  
decoration. .    

CAMEO 

It has to be said that October's meeting was the most fascinating talk by Pete Jesper all about his vir-

tually lifelong association with honey bees. The history 

 and science of bee keeping and the absolute passion that Pete has for his subject was truly inspira-

tional and held everyone there completely spellbound. Thank you so much, Pete, and also for the op-

portunity to sample some of Aston on Trent's very own 100% pure honey. 

 

Our next meeting will be held on 5th November, bonfire night, at 7.30pm. Buckle up everyone, it's go-

ing to be a noisy week! However, we're going to have a lovely relaxed evening, chatting with each oth-

er as only ladies can over warming bowls or mugs of homemade soup, with not a firework in sight. If 

there is anyone who would like to join us but is reluctant to brave the cold, dark night, please don't 

hesitate to contact either Elaine or me and we will do our best to organise a lift if that is at all possible. 

 

We look forward to meeting with our friends again including some new members. See you in Novem-

ber! 

The gifts that were brought on Harvest Sunday for the Padley Centre were quite wonderful and very gen-

erous. Thank you very much everybody. They really do appreciate what we give. The Padley Centre seems 

to be staffed principally by volunteers who are very busy at this time.  We may receive an official ‘thank 

you’ letter eventually, and when we do I’ll put it of the notice board by the door, but in the meantime I’ll 

say thank you on their behalf.   Mike Edge  



Barrow 

St Wilfrid’s Church, Barrow upon Trent 

Email: stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com 
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St Wilfrid’s events 

We have had another really successful year in St Wilfrid’s, with numerous events, films, Heritage Open Days, 

village tours and heritage talks. The last performance of the year 

from Lesley Smith as Katherine Swynford  (see left)– an awe-

some evening, as always. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us throughout the year, 

either by coming to the events, or especially to our band of 

willing volunteers who never fail to turn up to make these 

events happen.  Nothing would take place without these amaz-

ing people! 

We have a couple of events that will take place before the end 

of the year: 

Wreath making workshop 

On Saturday 29th November, you have the opportunity to learn 

how to make your own Christmas wreath.  Chris Hemmings will 

host the workshop – places are £25 each – bookings via  

stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com. 

‘A Christmas Carol’ 

On Friday 5th December, the Chorus Theatre will present ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ in St Wilfrid’s church. Tickets (£15 per person) 

are available as usual from stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com. 

In addition to the play, festive refreshments will be included in the ticket price.  This Dickens story is synony-

mous with Christmas, and is provoking a lot of interest – please don’t miss this! 

December Carol Service in church 

The Christmas Carol Service, led by our younger parishioners and with readings from local people, will take 

place as usual this year . There will be readings, songs, carols, and sherry and mince pies.  Please keep the 

date in your diary, Sunday 21st December at 5.00pm. 

On Wednesday 17th December, the usual singing of Carols around the tree will take place at 6.00pm at the 

Brookfield.  Please come and join in. 

 

Activities in the church and village 2026 

We have enjoyed a very full and busy year of activities in and around the church and village; there will be 

much more in 2026. 

We have already planned a full programme of things for everyone to enjoy next year.  Please keep an eye 

open for news and announcements. 

 

mailto:stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com
mailto:stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com
mailto:stwilfridsbarrow@gmail.com
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Shardlow 

Elvaston                                                                                              

10 

Services 
 

No service in church in November, the Annual Act of Remembrance  
will take place on Sunday 9th November at 10.40am at the War Memorial, Elvaston, organised by Elvaston 
Parish Council. 
 
Paws4Prayer Pet service 
 
We welcomed 16 adults, 4 children and 10 dogs to our Pet 
service in September. We were delighted to see our 
friends from the German Shepherd training group again 
this year, and some new visitors attending for the first 
time. As usual, all our canine visitors were very well be-
haved and each received a blessing. Huge thanks to Ra-
chel Harrison for leading our service again this year. 
 
Christmas tree festival 
 
Our annual Christmas tree festival will be held on Satur-
day 6th and Sunday 7th December, when we hope to have 
displays of decorated trees submitted by local groups, so-
cieties and businesses. More details next month. 
             
  
 
Facebook page 
 
Our Facebook page now has 286 followers. It’s a great way of keeping up to date with church events and 
services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS 

Please remember in your prayers, Mavis Foster, Sarah Simpson, Julia Gillard  

and Graham Wilkins. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Zeta Pauline Grimadell. A Service and burial for Zita took 

place at St. James' on 25th September. 

 

SERVICES 

Sunday 16th November 10-30am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 23rd November  10-30am Morning Prayer 

Paws4Prayer Pet service 
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From the Registers:  

REMEMBRANCE 

A Service of Remembrance will be held at The War Memorial on Tuesday 11th November at 10-45am. This 

will be led by Alison Henshaw. A wreath will be laid on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

SHARDLOW PCC 

A meeting of PCC members will be held on Friday 21st November at 10-30am in The Hayward Room.   

 

COFFEE MORNING 

Thank you to everyone who supported the September coffee morning. It was a very busy and happy morn-

ing and lovely to have the children with us. The sum of £110-00 was raised for church funds. The Christmas 

Coffee Morning will be held  on Saturday 29th November from 10-00am to 11-30am. There will be the usual 

raffle, tombola, coffee and cakes as well as Christmas items. Everyone will be very welcome. 

We were pleased to welcome the school to hold their Harvest Festival in Church on Friday 24th October. 

 

CHOIR 

Seven members of the choir enjoyed a lovely meal at The Dog and Duck on Friday 17th October. It was lovely 

to get  

together after such a long time. 

 

WEDDING 

Our best wishes go to Ben and Jessika on the occasion of their marriage at St. James' on Saturday 

8th November. We wish them every happiness in their future lives together. 

Aston 

Funerals 

17 February Vera Chadwick   N/K  Trent Valley Crematorium 
3 April  Tony Robert Cooper   87 years 
7 August John Anthony David Nield 86 years 
15 August Julia Cooper   88 years 
10 September   June Ann Brailsford  78 years 
3 October Mary Read   88 years 
 
Weddings 
28 September Richard John Hagan and Sara Elizabeth Harrison 

Baptism 
18 October Alfie Edward Anderson-Ryan   15 months  
 

Weston 
Burial  (no funeral service at St Marys ) for 9th October – for Donald Horatio Martin Percy  
aged 75 years 
 

Shardlow 
 September 25th  Zeta Pauline Grimadell   



Swarkestone  

If you want to keep up with our news more regularly, please look for and like our Facebook page – you’ll 

find photos and snippets about happenings at St James’ and Swarkestone are added most weeks.  https://

www.facebook.com/StJamesChurchSwarkestone  
12 

Next service – Remembrance Sunday 
Sunday November 9th – 10.30 am   
Minister:- Lesley Nelson 

Readers:- Neil Cork & Laura Howarth 

Church Cleaning:- Alison Langton & Amy Langton 

Welcomers/Sidespersons:- Alison Langton & Wendy Crocker 

Please remember in your prayers – Barbara Foster, Mick & Jill Malpass, the Warnock family, Ted Lawrence, 

Ann Morton, Pauline Sims & Bob Taylor 

Remembrance Sunday 
Remembrance Sunday is a national opportunity to remember 
the service and sacrifice of all those that have defended our 
freedoms and protected our way of life.   
We remember the Armed Forces, and their families, from 
Britain and the Commonwealth, the vital role played by the 
emergency services and those who have lost their lives as a 
result of conflict or  
terrorism. 
Please join us on 9th November at 10.30am at St James’ to 
mark this important day. 

 

Harvest Festival  
We had a wonderful turnout to celebrate our Harvest Festival. Thank you to all those who helped decorate 
the church, it looked stunning! Thank you also for all the donations of non-perishable foods and toiletries 
which went to the Derby City Mission.  
Our service was led by the lovely Rev Adele Barker and Bruce Ward. We were also joined by creatures great 
and small, with a cluster of ladybirds hibernating in the doorway and a visiting bluetit was soaring around 
above us as we sang our Harvest hymns with gusto! We left the door open after the service for it to make a 
safe escape. 

   

Carol Service 

Once again we have Melbourne Town Band booked for our Carol Service at 7pm on 3rd  

December.  There will be the usual seasonal refreshments afterwards.  Put it in your diaries 

now!  We hope to see you there! 
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Twyford 

 

 

Flowers:   Mrs Tor Lucas  

On 5th October St Andrew’s Church held their Harvest Festival which was  

a United Benefice service, led by the Rev’d Paul Sandford.  The service was well attended and 

particularly significant and special as last year’s Harvest Festival was unable to be held due to the 

difficulties in getting a minister during the vacancy.  The Twyford congregation undertook the 

decoration of the church and made a marvellous job (some photos are shown). 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:   

On 14th December, 2025, at 3.00pm we are delighted to announce that the Newmount 

Brass Band have kindly agreed to accompany our Carol Service.  Please come and join us.  

Mince pies and mulled wine will be served following the service. 
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St Mary the Virgin. 
Weston on Trent 

 

WESTON ON TRENT WI LATEST NEWS> 

You may have seen on the local TV our very own  

superstars Sue, Becky and Holly at the opening event 

of the holiday lodge at Mercia Marina for the charity, 

Hannah's Hope. This is the charity our WI is  

supporting this year. The lodge us for the use of  

teenager's who are undergoing cancer treatment; so 

they can have an enjoyable holiday along with their 

families. 

On 20.10.25 we had a very informative meeting on 

"The History of Weston". As it was thought that this 

subject would appeal to a lot of people it was opened 

to non WI members; including men! The village hall was full as we settled down with our glasses of 

wine and crisps. to listen to Steve Aynsley's talk and watch the slide show. Everyone had a good time 

and after the talk went to look at interesting display of photos, etc from long ago. A very enjoyable 

evening. All the money raised went to Hannah's Hope charity. 

DERBYSHIRE DAY REPORT. 

Derbyshire Day at church started with a 

rousing peal of the mighty bells. Despite the 

bad weather we had a wonderful and very 

successful day. A good turn out of people 

came throughout the day and they enjoyed 

looking round church, the various stalls, 

playing the games, trips up the tower and 

the free entertainment. And, of course  

everyone enjoyed the lovely cakes and  

refreshments, as usual. The cake stall alone 

raised about £600. A good day which raised 

£1541.06 for the church funds. Thanks to all 

who made this a great event! 
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SCARECROW TRAIL. 

Thanks to everyone who helped at church on scarecrow day. Especially to Richmond Village for making the 

3 scarecrows for us; Mary Poppins, Bert and a librarian. As well as these we also had a scarecrow vicar in 

church to greet everyone and refreshments on sale. Despite the bad weather we managed to raise around 

£200. Well done everyone! Also the Doorways Foodbank benefited from the event as all the leftover 

cakes, etc were given to them for distribution. 

MEETINGS 

PCC 25.9.25. 

Amongst the things under discussion were the church electrics, which did not have the required up to date 

certificates. Thankfully the electrics have now been repaired and everything is working and in good order 

and safe to use. The money raised at recent events enabled us to have this work done. The Remembrance 

Service was also discussed; donations taken at this service will be given to the Royal British Legion. 

Friends Group 6.10.25. 

Everyone was pleased that Derbyshire Day was well attended and a great success. Final arrangements were 

discussed for the events still to take place this year and suggestions for 2026. The events so far in 2025 have 

…….and yet more words! 

Chepstow - a digit at the end of a gentleman's foot 

cherish - rather like a chair 

sole mio - that's my fish 

childhood - very young gangster 

chinchilla - an air-conditioned beard 

chipmunk - a friar 

chiropractice - preparing to go to Egypt 

choosy - a bit like toffee 

spaghetti carbonara - my dinner's on fire 

clamp - to applaud while wearing gloves 

claptrap - a condom 

clarify - to refine the Grundys (probably need to be a listener to the Archers) 

clarity - a bit like red wine 
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Broadbents 
Solicitors 
        25 Iron Gate  

Derby 

Tel:01332 369090 

2 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still  space for your ad here! 

£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 
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https://thepurpleboat.co.uk/  
https://www.narrowboatcanalholidayhire.com/ 

boat/ 

A.M.H DECORATING 
Interior & Exterior.  Insured & Qualified 

Free Estimates 

 Adam Henshall 
Tel: 01332 669822  Mob: 07436814786  

A.M.H_DECORATING@MAIL.COM 
       www.facebook.com/amhdecor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still  space for your ad here! 

£15 for your ad. in 12 issues. Email  

 jnutman@btinternet.com 

 

At George Simnett Family Funeral Directors our aim is to ‘Honour a Lifetime’. 
My experienced staff and I hope to ensure that all personal requirements, whatever they 
may be, are carried out in a caring, professional manner, with the utmost high standard of 
service and respect.  
Our independent funeral care combines traditional values and beliefs, responsive to the 
needs of all cultures, with a modern approach to making the funeral service an honorary 
celebration of a loved one’s life. 
 

 

 

George E Simnett 

Managing Director 

Funerals directed under the personal supervision of  

George Simnett and Ruth Bartlett.  

24 hour personal and professional service  

Private Chapels of Rest  

Grey Mercedes ceremonial vehicles  

Black Jaguar ceremonial vehicles  

Proud owners of the Land Rover Defender 130 hearse  

Horse-drawn carriages and alternatives available 

In house floristry service 

Monthly payment option available 
 

Offering pre-arranged and pre-paid funeral plans from the UK’s largest 

independent planning provider 

 

01332 690211 
www.georgesimnett.co.uk 

 
Perfect for 2 and can accommodate 4, try a fun 

family, or cosy couples holiday on the British 

canals starting from the historic inland water-

ways port of Shardlow. Boat handling tuition 

and fuel included. Equipped with microwave, 

oven, grill, fridge, TV/ DVD, freshly laundered 

bedding, towels, loo rolls, pots, pans, crockery 

and cutlery.  

 

 

Email: thepurpleboat@outlook.com  

https://thepurpleboat.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/amhdecor
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